
Las Posadas  
Celebration 

Sunday, December 20, 5:00pm  
Church wide event open to all ages! 

   What a joyous time of the year this is 
as we celebrate the birth of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ! We all have 
many of our own family Christmas tra-
ditions, but it’s also fun to look at some 
Christmas celebrations of other coun-
tries and learn about traditions around 
the world so that we may enjoy a 
sense of community with other Chris-
tians. This year at New World we will 
celebrate our own version of Las Posa-
das, a wonderful Spanish Christmas 
tradition which translates as ―the inns‖. 
The Las Posadas celebration symbol-
izes the journey of Mary and Joseph as 
they searched for shelter in Bethlehem 
before the birth of Jesus. In Mexico 
and the Philippines, Las Posadas is a 
nine day celebration that begins on 
December 16

th
 and lasts through 

Christmas Eve including children’s 
pageants, singing, and a lively fiesta. 
We will celebrate one evening with a 
candlelit processional of the peregrinos 
(pilgrims), singing of Christmas Carols, 
a wonderful performance by New 
World’s own ―Signs of Grace‖, and a 
Chili Supper.  
   Our journey will begin at 5pm in the 
concourse outside of Fellowship Hall. 
Please come prepared to enjoy a spe-
cial time together!  
   The meal is free, but donations will 
gladly be accepted to help defray the 
costs. Also, if you would like to contrib-
ute a dessert, cookies, or other sweets, 
please bring your favorite goodies to 
church the morning of December 20

th
 

and leave them in 
the kitchen. At this 
busy time of year 
any assistance will 
be greatly appreci-
ated! Questions? 
Please contact 
Angela Porter at 
817.792.3413 or 

romans837ad@sbcglobal.net.       

Becoming Disciples: Body, Mind and Spirit 

December 13, 2009  N E W  W O R L D  M E T H O D I S T  C H U R C H  

nwumc.org
                Marla Thomas 

Editor 

New World NewsNew World NewsNew World News   

 Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday, December 20 

8:15 am 

Rev. Gordon Johnson 

10:50 am 

Wayne Jennings 

9:30 am 

Praise and Worship  

Bill Frawley 

Christmas is Coming  . . . Christmas is Coming  . . . Christmas is Coming  . . .    
   Celebrate at New WorldCelebrate at New WorldCelebrate at New World   

 

Sunday, December 20Sunday, December 20Sunday, December 20ɂɂɂFourth Sunday of AdventFourth Sunday of AdventFourth Sunday of Advent   
Morning Worship  

8:15, 9:30 and 10:50 am 

5:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall  

Las Posadas Celebration and Chili Dinner for all ages.  
!ÆÔÅÒ ÄÉÎÎÅÒȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÓÉÎÇ #ÈÒÉÓÔÍÁÓ #ÁÒÏÌÓȦ 

Monday, December 21, 7:00 pm in the SanctuaryMonday, December 21, 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary  
&ÒÅÅ (ÏÌÉÄÁÙ #ÏÎÃÅÒÔ ÂÙ 4ÈÅ +ÉÎÇȭÓ "ÒÁÓÓɂtheir third visit to New World.  

9ÏÕ ×ÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÉÓÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÅÄ ÇÒÏÕÐȢ 

Christmas EveChristmas EveChristmas Eve   

 Thursday, December 24  

5:30 pm ɀ Family Friendly Service and Candlelight 

8:00 pmɂCandlelight Service featuring The Chancel Choir  

11:00 pmɂHoly Communion & Candlelight featuring The Way Praise 

Band and The New Beginnings Homecoming Choir  
 

& 

Sunday, December 27Sunday, December 27Sunday, December 27   

One Worship Service at 10:00 amOne Worship Service at 10:00 amOne Worship Service at 10:00 am   

Sunday School at 9:00Sunday School at 9:00Sunday School at 9:00---amamam   

   

Got Email? 
   If you’d like to receive your New World News in a more timely fashion by email 
let us know!  Just email staff@nwumc.org with your request and you’ll receive 
your newsletter shortly after it's finished. 

Kingôs Brass Concert 
   On Monday evening, December 21, New World will host 
Tim Zimmerman and the King’s Brass as they present a 
free concert of Christmas favorites.  The concert will start at 
7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. We are not charging an admission 
fee.  A Love Offering for the Music Ministry of New World will be received. Call 
Carrie Chavarria, Director of Music Ministries at 817 460 4212 if you have any 
questions! 

Taizé New Year's Eve 
Service 

Thursday, December 31, 2009 
7:00 p.m. 

Rush Creek Christian Church 
2401 Green Oaks Blvd.  

 
Join us for a beautiful, 

contemplative service  
featuring scripture read-
ings and meditative singing 
as we begin the New Year.  

  
 

mailto:romans837ad@sbcglobal.net


      We continue the Christmas season with Gospel Com-
parisons this Sunday.   In Asia, the children hear the gos-
pels tell about the coming birth of Jesus in different ways 
and  will learn how Christmas carols relate to the nativity 
story. In Australia, the kids learn about Jesus’ birth from 
Matthew and Luke while making a cake and cereal snack 
to reinforce the story. Finally in Antarctica, they will tape a 
―radio broadcast‖ of the Christmas story with sound effects. 
This is a wonderful time for children to learn the true mean-
ing of Christmas.   

   The children are sponsoring a giving tree 
in the foyer area by the church office. We 
are collecting children’s hats, mittens, 
gloves, underwear and socks. Please 
place unwrapped items under our tree and 
we will deliver them to Arlington Charities 
the week before Christmas. In the coming 
weeks we will add ornaments to our Christ-
mas tree as we emphasize giving at Christ-
mas. Thank you for your help in our mis-
sion. 

   Sixth Grade Class – it is that time of year to get geared 
up and ready to begin confirmation. We will have a parent 
meeting on January 10 at 5:00pm in the coffee bar. Please 
mark that on your calendar as it is extremely important that 
you attend. We will be reviewing dates and will discuss our 
retreat. So come ready to hit the ground running. It’s going 
to be the best class ever. See you then.  
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UMYF:  Doesn’t it feel good to help those who are less 
fortunate than yourself – especially if they’re children!  
We had a wonderful time helping out and doing crafts 
with the kids at the AUM Christmas Party.  Lots of folks 
will have a merry Christmas because of you.   

This Sunday we’ll be playing our rescheduled Turkey 
Bowl.  Meet us from 2:21 p.m. – 3:44 p.m. at the 
Shackelford JH practice field.  There is no UMYF on 
the 27

th
. 

PROGRESSIVE DINNER:  Our most festive event of 
the year is this Saturday night!  For those of you who 
RSVPed, you need to meet at the appetizer home 
listed on your invitation at 6:00 p.m.  Parents will need 
to pick you up at the dessert home at 10:30 p.m.  Re-
member that we’ll be doing a gift exchange.  Each per-
son needs to bring a wrapped gift of $5 or less.  Please 
call the Youth Office if you have any questions. 

 

SCRIPTURE  FOR THE WEEK 

―Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of 

David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the 
Lord.‖  - Luke 2:10-11 

 

Keep the Faith, 
Sheri, Michelle and Billy  

This Sunday, December 20 
9:30   Worship  

10:30   Thirst Quenchers  

10:50   Plugginô In 

2:21 -3:44  Turkey Bowl Rescheduled ð

  Shackelford JH  

Looking Ahead... 
 

December 19 
6 pm—Progressive Dinner 

December 24 
11 pm—Christmas Eve Worship 
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EEXPLORERXPLORERõõSS  GGUIDEUIDE   
Information For  

Kids and Parents  

 

Younger Kids 
In the beginning was the 

Word. 
John 1: 1a 

 

Older Kids 
In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word 

was God. 
John 1: 1 

December 24 
Christmas Eve Service for Families—5:30 pm 

―The Friendly Beasts‖ 
December 27 

One Room Sunday School—9:00 am 
One Worship Service—10:00 am 

Blessing of the Toys 
January 10 

Confirmation Meeting—5 pm 
Meeting with parents and confirmands 

Cold Weather SOS 
  Arlington Charities has sent out an 
appeal for children's coats.  At present, 
they have only a few to distribute.  
If your children have outgrown last 
year's outerwear or are wearing this 

year's "hottest" fashion, please recycle whatever you 
can.  Coats, jackets, sweaters, sweatshirts...anything that 
will keep a toddler or teen-ager warm. 
  Just drop the items off at the church and they will be de-
livered promptly.  Thank you for caring and sharing!  

 

òFor Unto Us a Child is Bornó 

Pastor Mike Pastor Gordon 

Karen 
Becky 

Sandy  
Marla 

Kim  

Sheri  

Michelle 

Sarah 
Carrie 

Francisco Steven 
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Our Prayers  

Hospitalized 
Terry Dunklin; Neta Springer 

Rehab 
 Walt Shearer 

Hospice 
Donna Shearer’s  cousin, Doug 

Shaver; Leslee Erickson’s mother, 
Elizabeth Heck  

Illnesses/Recuperating at Home 
Pastor Mike Dawson; Jack Gilhart; 
Taylor Varnes; Lori Oden; Gail Ellis 

Continue to pray for Abbe Lawson; Jim  

Sanders; Leroy Bishop; Albert Cecil; 
Jim Murray, Jr. and all members of 

New World undergoing treatment for 
cancer and other chronic diseases. 

Joy 
The Pugh Family celebrates the birth 
of Caleb Lamar Wood, born Tuesday, 
December 8. Proud parents are Mark 

and Amanda Pugh Wood. 
Hollis and Virginia Lackey rejoice in 

the birth of their granddaughter Char-
lotte Evelyn. Charlotte was born De-
cember 11 in California. Her parents 

are Scott and Courtney Lackey and 
her sister is Brooke. 

 
Military 

Reese Morgan  
Please remember the family members 
and friends of New Worlders who have 

been called to active duty. 
 

A Stephen Minister is available in the 
prayer room following the 10:50  

 service on Sunday 
mornings to pray with you.  

 

Our Presence  

December 13  

8:15         41  

9:30  148  

           10:50         258   

        Total:         447  

Sunday School 
Childrenôs Sunday School:  

31 Children, 8 Adults 
No Childrenôs Church 
 Youth Sunday School  

14 Youth, 3Adults 
Adult Sunday School  

104 
UMYF 

17 Youth, 3 Adults 
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Christmas Shopping 

Done? 

    Are you looking for that perfect gift 
for the person who has everything? 
Avoid the crowds and stop by the 
church office between now and De-
cember 24.  You’ll be able to make a 
charitable donation in honor of friends 
and family members, and you’ll receive 
a beautiful Christmas card to let them 
know that a donation was made in their 
honor. This year’s recipients include 
Arlington Urban Ministries, Habitat for 
Humanity, and our very own Lunch 
Bunch ministry. Join us as we reach 
out to others in the true spirit of Christ-
mas giving. 

Moving toward the end of our Financial Year  
 Financial Status as of December 8, 2009 

 General Fund Balance Jan 1, 2009 ................................... $  38,938 

 Contributions YTD  ............................................................  $910,499 

 Expenses YTD    ................................................................. $950,831 

 General Fund Balance November 30 ................................ $(  1,394) 

 Projected operating expenses for remainder of year ........... $66,994 

 Conference Mission Commitments due by December 31 . $  66,929 

 Total needed to finish the year with a positive balance .... $135,317 

The Third Week of  
Advent  

Prayers and Scripture  
Monday  
Thank you, Lord, for books, especially the Book, 

with its testimony to Jesus as the Christ.  Amen  

 ñThese are written that you may believe that Je-

sus is the Christ.ò  John 20:31 

Tuesday  
Lord Jesus, your greatness comes in smallness.  Give us 

a small faith in a great Savior. Amen   

ñBut you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are 

small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 

come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.ò  

Micah 5:2  

Wednesday 
Glory to you, O Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  

Glory to God in the highest.  Amen.   

ñGlory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 

men on whom his favor rests.ò  Luke 2:14 

Thursday  
Lord, thank you for your gifts.  Help us to use 

them in the service of others.  Amen  

 ñNow to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is 

given for the common good.ò  1 Corinthians 12:7 

Friday 
Thank you, Lord, for choosing us before the crea-

tion of the world to be your sons and daughters.  

Amen.   

ñFor he chose us in him before the creation of the 

world.ò  Ephesians 1:4 

Saturday  
God, give us the patience to trust your promises.  

Amen.  ñThe Lord is not slow in keeping his prom-

ise...He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 

perish, but everyone to come to repentance.ò  

2Peter 3:9  

SundayñThe Fourth Sunday of Advent  
Jesus, Savior, pilot me.   And give me your Spirit 

to speak that same word to others.  Amen.   

ñYou are to give him the name Jesus, because he 

will save his people from their sins.ò  Matthew 1:21 
 

 
A Grand Miracle: Devotions for the Days of Advent based on thoughts of 

C.S. Lewis by Dr. Joel Heck. ©2009 Creative Communications for the 

Parish, 1564 Fencorp Drive, Fenton, Mo 63026. (800)325 -9414  

   Hey Young Adults! College kids are back and the Holiday is here! Let's cele-
brate the Season together and go to Holiday in the Park at Six Flags on Sun-
day, December 20, from 2:30 - 10pm.  Tickets Prices are $20 for the group 
price or $25 for individual tickets.  To get the Group Ticket price: RSVP by 
Tuesday, December 15th and bring your $20 to New World’s main office or 
straight to Sarah.  Questions and RSVP’s:  Sarah Roberts, 817-713-6142. 



    As we journey through this Advent 
season in joyful anticipation of the cele-
bration of our Savior’s birth, there are 
many among us who are experiencing 

particularly difficult times and hardships.  While I’m certain 
most have seen it before, the following poem is a beautiful 
and timely reminder. Though we may not see the wisdom 
of it now, we trust and believe in the Lord that everything 
will turn out for the best, that is, according to His plan.  

Romans 8:28  
"And we know that for those who love God, that is, for 

those who are called according to his purpose, all things 
are working together for good ..." 

The will of God will never take you, 
Where the grace of God cannot keep you,  

Where the arms of God cannot support you, 
Where the riches of God cannot supply your needs,  

Where the power of God cannot endow you. 
The will of God will never take you,  

Where the Spirit of God cannot work through you, 
Where the wisdom of God cannot teach you,  
Where the army of God cannot protect you,  
Where the hands of God cannot mold you. 

The will of God will never take you,  
Where the love of God cannot enfold you, 

Where the mercies of God cannot sustain you, 
Where the peace of God cannot calm your fears, 

Where the authority of God cannot overrule for you. 
The will of God will never take you, 

Where the comfort of God cannot dry your tears, 
Where the Word of God cannot feed you, 

Where the miracles of God cannot be done for you. 
Author Unknown 

Submitted by:  Pat Brimage 
New World Intercessory Prayer Team 

If you have a prayer or a thought about prayer that you would like 
to share, please send your article to Marla  

Thomas at marla@nwumc.org 
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2201 N. Davis Drive     Arlington, Texas  76012 

817-460-4212 

A  Belonging  Place    A  Mission  Base     A  Sacred Space 
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We  Are On The Web! 

www.nwumc.org 
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Following is the offertory prayer from December 13  
 Giving is second nature to members of the New World 
Family. Clients of Arlington Charities will receive warm pa-
jamas, socks, and underwear for their children, gifts from 
those who attended our UMW Christmas party this week. 
In addition, Arlington Charities will receive socks and mit-
tens left under our Children’s Ministry ―giving tree‖ as well 
as baby gifts that our Preschoolers are bringing to their 
―Birthday Party for Jesus.‖ Proceeds from the sale of 
Christmas Honorarium Cards to give friends and loved 
ones will benefit Arlington Urban Ministries, Habitat for Hu-
manity, and our own Lunch Bunch ministry.  
   What joy we find in living out our faith by sharing our 
gifts, our talents and our resources in celebration of God’s 
steadfast love so evident in the gift of the Baby of Bethle-
hem. We are so grateful for your giving spirit! 
Let us pray:  Gracious God, we thank you for all the ways 
that this church reaches out in ministry, using our gifts to 
spread the Good News. May the beautiful harmonies of 
this Advent Season dispel the jarring discord of the world 
around us.  And may these gifts that we give with joy pro-
vide others with a sense of hope and peace. Amen.   

 

Our Gifts ñDecember 13  

            General Fund..................... $27,266.77 
 Month to Date ...................... $70,767.21 
 Year to Date .................... $924,524.55 

 

Power of 35—$879.00 
Helping Hands—$301.00 

Lunch Bunch Donation—$200.00 
Children’s Ministry—$225.00 

Memorial to Endowment Fund—$30.00 
(Cantrell, Midkiff, Tomaszczak) 

Memorial to General Fund—$30.00 
(Cantrell) 

Christmas Gift Cards 
AUM—$190.00 

Habitat for Humanity—$125.00 
Lunch Bunch—$130.00 

PrimeTimers Gift Fund—$159.00 
 

 

End of Year Contributions 
As we near the end of the year, please note the following regarding how your contributions may be used for tax purposes.  The gen-
eral rule is that a contribution is effective when delivered.  This means  that a check deposited in the church offering in January 2010 
cannot be deducted in 2009 even if it is backdated to 2009.  One exception: checks that are mailed and postmarked in 2009 are de-
ductible in 2009 even though not received until 2010. 


